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S Y N O P S I S

The murder of 16-year-old student Paúl Guañuna by National Police officers in Quito
in 2007 sparked the mobilization and awareness of numerous urban tribes and youth
collectives in poor neighborhoods against state violence and racist discrimination
against their cultural codes. David Lasso filmed all the details of the judicial process
that took place to convict the three policemen responsible, hearings, autopsy,
recognition of the scene of the crime, and describes with a sharp eye the way in
which racism and impunity are manifested through legal tricks and gestures of some
operators of justice. The process of transformation and empowerment that young
Paul's father, Leonardo Guañuna, undergoes throughout the trial is one of the film's
narrative lines. The film allows us to understand a little better the decomposition of
the police and the justice system in Ecuador, where authoritarianism, machismo and
racism still seem to prevail. (EDOC Catalog)



Paúl went out in the
morning with his friends to a
hip hop concert. On the way
home one of them began to
write on a wall the name of
his group of friends
"MAPAS", short for
"mapagüiras", which in
Kichwa means: dirty butter.
Because of the way they
looked, a neighbor thought
they were delinquents and
called the police, who
caught the youngest of
them, a 14-year-old
teenager who did not
manage to run. They beat
him, took his cell phone and
wallet and put him in the
patrol car. They sprayed
tear gas in his face while
asking him: "Who is the
gang leader? Minutes later,
they captured Paul. Then
they released the minor, but
Paúl woke up dead in the
ravine of his town. Leonardo
Guañuna, his father,
searched for him all night.
The next morning he saw a
crowd in the Zámbiza
ravine, went down the
ravine and embraced his
son's corpse.
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D I R E C T O R ' S  M O T I V A T I O N

This case moved me for several reasons. First, because the murdered young man
and I studied at the same school. We live in the same universe, even though we
are 20 years apart. However, during the research I learned that my
grandmother also had the same indigenous surname "Guañuna", I understood
that if this story moved me it was because I felt the same exclusion in which I
grew up. The film I wanted to make portrayed that visual and symbolic
atmosphere.

However, I also wanted to talk about the disciplinary society we live in, where
each one of us has internalized a police look that assumes the difference of the
other as a potential social danger, as an internal enemy. And where young
people from popular sectors are seduced by the uniform and martiality. As the
Brazilian educator Paulo Freire would say: the oppressed wants to liberate
himself by becoming the oppressor.

It took me 14 years to make the film, because I wanted not only to tell another
case of police abuse, but to make an audiovisual essay on self-discipline. And
to question the punitive gaze that we all demand from justice. There is a phrase
in the documentary that says: "if they killed him for scratching, by scratching we
will remember him". Making this film is a way to graffiti history at a time when
panic about crime justifies police excesses.

I start the film quoting the genesis: "Cain, where is your brother?" and I end it
by saying that "in the Andean cosmovision, a son is the son of the whole
community". I seek to reflect with the viewers on the social pact, so necessary
to live in the identity differences.



We premiered the film in October 2022, at the EDOC Documentary Film
Festival in Ecuador. We made the decision to make the world premiere
locally, after spending 14 years producing the film. The work was very
intense, the economic funds we had raised did not allow us to wait any
longer to design a worldwide distribution strategy. However, we believe
it was the right decision, because the serious social upheaval in
Ecuador was the ideal context to release a film that talks about
injustice, impunity, police and social violence, and community
organization. At this festival we won the Audience Vote award.

Later we were invited to the KINOLATINO festival in Belgium in 2023,
where we also won the Audience Vote. So we developed an impact
strategy to show the film in neighborhoods, schools and soccer fields in
the city of Quito and the province of Pichincha. This type of strategy
caused us to be present in the main national media. Again, after 17
years of the murder of Paúl Guañuna, the streets began to be painted
with graffiti, dance, music and other cultural expressions were
appearing as a social reaction to injustice and impunity. "Paúl, the
people do not forget you" is painted on one of the walls of the town.

A B O U T  T H E  F I L M



Documentary Filmmaker, Master in Cultural Studies, Permaculturist,
University Teacher and Popular Communicator. EDITOR: Memoria de
Quito (48'), Tierra adentro (50'), DIRECTOR and Photography:
Sospechosos (48'), Soluca la más tuca es muca (12') Yo me fui al
Manglar (9') Teleseries: Insurgencias Urbanas. TRAINER of community
audiovisual projects: Rodando en Corto - historias juveniles,
Camaritas en la Selva and Cine Mochila. Awards and recognitions:
"Ojo con la democracia" 2006, Cinememoria Foundation. DDHH - UN
2012. Guañuna, 2022, is his debut film.
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+593 99 6000 757
vichasso@gmail.com

www.instagram.com/davidvicholasso/
https://www.facebook.com/Vichasso/

www.facebook.com/rayuelatv
www.instagram.com/rayuelatintavisual/


